Making Life Easier in our GMC 10-5-16

Moderated by Kerry and Carolyn Pinkerton

1- Under sink, move the P-trap to the outside wall to open up the area under the sink for more storage.

2- Lightening load—Why carry a spare tire?  Big rig owners just call for service.  The big long jack is about the only way to lift the bogey high enough to change the tire.  If the tire is totally flat, a bottle jack won’t fit.  The long jack can store on top of the propane tank.
3- Furnace – Old original duct work can collapse.  Install new duct work and insulate.  Some folks put electrical wiring in conduit to eliminate fire hazard.

4- Put a 12V ‘cigarette lighter’ plug beside the passenger seat for GPS and other devices.
5- You can put 2’x10’ heat film under vinyl flooring.  Nice warm floor in the cold mornings.

6- Replace original vent fan in the bathroom with a Fantastic fan.  Great for additional light as well as venting.

7- Exterior door strikers wear.  New strikers are available and allow door to close much easier.  Cleaning the latch helps.  Jim K (Applied GMC) has new strikers.
8- The door latch can be set so it will NOT lock without using a key.  That way you can’t lock all your keys in the coach.

9- Making a rear bed is hard.  Sew the top sheet to the bottom of the bottom sheet and use a spatula to tuck in.
10- The new solid vinyl ‘Pergo’ type tongue and grove flooring is excellent.  Easy to install, inexpensive and good looking.

11- Add a switch to turn on the water pump in the bathroom.

12- Tankless water heater can be installed behind the fridge.

13- Add a gray water tank in front of the gas tanks and direct the kitchen sink water into it.

14- “sheet suspenders” keep sheets in place

15- A microwave or convection microwave can be installed in the hallway.  Remove the back of the cabinet and the microwave will fit without protruding into the hall.  You loose a couple drawers or part of a cabinet depending on the model but gain kitchen counter space and don’t have to bend over and try to deal with the oven.
16- If you are not too tall, you an get an effective double bed in the back.  The shorter person sleeps with their feet up against the shower module and their head past the center of the coach.  Remove the bottom portion of the closet and extend the foot portion of a bed there.  You can get a 72x32” bunk.  Forrest and Patricia Crow did this.
17- If you don’t use your furnace or stove, you can go all electric and remove your propane tank.  Considerable storage where the old furnace was as well as the propane tank.

18- A 2’ stretch made a workable bedroom with very little increase in weight.

19- Pure Drop or ‘poo-puree’ odor eliminators work great.

20- A HEPVO valve replaces P-traps.  Popular in Europe.
21- If the 4 screws that hold the door striker get loose it may be impossible to open the door.
22- Get on GMCNET!

23- Heated mattress pads work great.

24- Heat in bathroom…build a small heater using a heating element from a dishwasher and a small fan, blows behind toilet.
25- In the headboard ‘blanket cabinet’ in bedroom.  Cut the long door in half and make two 18” wide cabinets

26- To make the rear bed longer, remove the bulkhead at the left rear of the bedroom, relocate the water fill.  Bed can be extended 4”.
